EDU T&L American Sign Language Assessment Plan:

Objective:
To assess ASL students’ learning outcomes for GEC language.

Action:

Evaluate the students’ performance on the final examinations administered in EDU T&L (ASL) 101 & 102 and measure the student perceptions of learning.

· The assessment will focus on oral (i.e., signing; production) proficiency goals and expected student learning outcomes for writing, reading, speaking (production), and listening (comprehension). Final Examinations will have both an oral (i.e., signing; production) and written (comprehension) component.

· The oral (production) proficiency by each student will be videotaped for archiving in an ongoing database.

· Formative assessment will occur throughout the courses and summative assessment will occur at the end of 102. Thereafter, assessment will occur biannually. 
· Students in the initial cohort will be invited to participate in a focus group to measure perceptions of learning and satisfaction during Winter 09 (end of T&L 102 for initial cohort). 
· Assessment will be carried out, based on established criteria, by a trained language instructor. Outcomes data will be provided annually to the Faculty Advisory Board of the American Sign Language Interdisciplinary Program and shared with language instructors generally in the department to solicit feedback. Determination will be made by the Faculty Advisory Board if pedagogical changes or changes in instructional delivery are necessary. 

Oral Proficiency will be evaluated in accordance with the following ACTFL guidelines:

Novice - Low: Unable to function in the spoken language.  Oral production is limited to occasional isolated words.  Essentially no communication ability.

Novice - Mid:  (101) Able to operate only in a very limited capacity within very predictable area of need.  Vocabulary limited to that necessary to express simple elementary needs and basic courtesy formulae.  Syntax is fragmented, inflections and word endings frequently omitted, confused or distorted and the majority of utterances consist of isolated words or short formulae.  Utterances rarely consist of more than two or three words and are marked by frequent long pauses and repetition of an interlocutor's words.  Pronunciation is frequently unintelligible and is strongly influenced by first language.  Can be understood only with difficulty, even by persons such as teachers who are used to speaking with nonnative speakers or in interactions where the context strongly supports the utterance.

Novice - High: (102) Able to satisfy immediate needs using learned utterances.  Can ask questions or make statements with reasonable accuracy only where this involves short memorized utterances or formulae.  There is no real autonomy of expression, although there may be some emerging sign of spontaneity and flexibility.  There is a slight increase in utterance length but frequently long pauses and repetition of interlocutor's words still occur.  Most utterances are telegraphic and word endings are often omitted, confused, or distorted.  Vocabulary is limited to areas of immediate survival needs.  Can differentiate most phonemes when produced in isolation but when they are combined in words or groups of words, errors are frequently and, even with repetition, may severely inhibit communication even with persons used to dealing with such learners.  Little development in stress and intonation is evident.

Intermediate - Low: (103) Able to satisfy basic survival needs and minimum courtesy requirements.  In areas of immediate need or on very familiar topics, can ask and answer simple questions, initiate and respond to simple statements, and maintain very simple face-to-face conversations.  When asked to do so, is able to formulate some questions with limited construction and much inaccuracy.  Almost every utterance contains fractured syntax and other grammatical errors.  Vocabulary inadequate to express anything but the most elementary needs.  Strong interference from native language occurs in articulations, stress, and intonation.  Misunderstandings frequently arise from limited vocabulary and grammar and erroneous phonology but, with repetition, can generally be understood by native speakers in regular contact with foreigners attempting to speak their language.  Little precision in information conveyed owing to tentative state of grammatical development and little or no use of modifiers.

Intermediate - Mid: (104) Able to satisfy some survival needs and some limited social demands.  Is able to formulate some questions when asked to do so.  Vocabulary permits discussion of topics beyond basic survival needs such as personal history and leisure-time activities.  Some evidence of grammatical accuracy in basic constructions, for example, subject-verb agreement, noun-adjective agreement, some notion of inflection.

Check list for performance factors
Factors




Points

Pronunciation (sign formation)
10

Grammar



10

Vocabulary



10

Fluency



10

Comprehension


10


Total



50
